
TIME TO READ!

RELATED ACTIVITIES

HOME COOKING

Nothing reminds you of home more than a favorite 
family recipe. Make a special meal with your child. 
Teach them how to make it. Explain where the recipe 
comes from and how you learned to make it. Share 
stories or memories involving the recipe. 

CIRCLING HOME

Materials: white paper, pencil, markers or crayons

Look at the beautiful pictures on the pages where 
Magulu is dreaming. Pick one thing that reminds you 
of home—a family member, friend, place, etc. In the 
center of the paper, write a short poem about that 
thing and why it’s important to you. Draw a circle 
of pictures around that poem, like in the book. The 
pictures in the circle should show the person or thing 
you chose.  

KEEPING IN TOUCH

Materials: paper, pencil, envelope, stamps; or  
computer access

Stay close to your family by sending a letter or card 
to a relative you don’t see very often, like a grand- 
parent or an aunt or uncle. Let them know what’s 
happening in your life and ask what’s happening in 
theirs. Tell them what you’re learning in school—and 
about the great books you’ve read lately! You can 
send an email instead, or visit www.123greetings.com 
to send a free e-card.  

TECHNOLOGY LINK

Visit www.inmotionaame.org for more information 
about the transatlantic slave trade and other African 
and African American migrations.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

OTHER BOOKS ABOUT PEOPLE WHO WERE ENSLAVED

Dave the Potter, Laban Carrick Hill (2010)
Henry’s Freedom Box, Ellen Levine (2007)
More Than Anything Else, Marie Bradby (1995)

Before reading, build  
background: What does 
your child know about  
slavery? In 1839, when this 
book begins, it was legal 
to own slaves in parts of 
the US and other countries. 

Human beings were stolen from their homes in Africa 
and taken overseas to be sold and enslaved.   

While reading, take your time: This is a long book 
that deals with serious issues. You might want to read 
it a section at a time.     

After reading, ask questions: 

u	Why was Magulu stuck in the US for so long? 
u	Why did she want to get an education? 
u	How would you have felt if you were Magulu?

Africa Is My Home
A RIF GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND FAMILIES

Themes: Perseverance, African American History, 
Slavery 

Book Brief: Magulu is only nine years old when she is 
taken by slave traders and brought to the Americas. 
She is on board the Amistad when its passengers rise 
up and overthrow their captors, but her journey to 
freedom—and back home to Africa—has only begun.   

Author:  
Monica Edinger

Illustrator:  
Robert Byrd



NOTE TO EDUCATORS

u Extension Activities for Educators also available.

TIME TO READ!

BEFORE WE READ,  
LET’S LOOk AT…

The Cover: Have students 
make predictions about the 
book based on the title and 
the cover illustration. Who is 
the girl on the cover? What 

can we tell about her? What else is on the cover? 
Have students heard of the Amistad? What does 
“amistad” mean?

The Pictures: Show students the maps on the first 
page and pages 20-21 to help them understand where 
this story takes place. You might want to compare 
with a modern map; Mendeland is now Sierra Leone. 

Prior knowledge: This book tells the true story of a 
young girl who was on board the Amistad in 1839. 

What do your students know about slavery in the 
US at that time? Explain that slavery in this country 
ended gradually, and different states and territories 
had different laws about slaves. Other countries had 
different rules about slavery and the slave trade, 
and the US had complicated agreements with those 
countries recognizing those rules. This complex  
legal situation is what keeps Magulu and the other 
Amistad passengers stuck in the US for so long, and 
what eventually leads to the Civil War in 1861. 

Vocabulary: pawn, slavery, shackles, witnesses,  
exhibition

Purpose for Reading: As you read, think about the 
book’s title, Africa Is My Home. How is Africa  
important for Magulu even when she’s in the US? 
How does thinking of her home keep her strong? 

WHILE WE READ

MONITORINg COMPREHENSION:

u Why is Magulu taken by slave traders?
u What happens when Magulu gets to Cuba?
u Why do the captives on the Amistad rise up?

LET’S THINk ABOUT

Our Purpose: How does the author show us that Africa is always important for Magulu? How does thinking of 
Africa and what she’ll do once she returns help Magulu stay strong and motivated? How would you have felt if 
you were Magulu?

Extending Our Thinking: Today, Magulu is commonly known as Margru, the incorrect name that was given to 
her when she arrived in the US. Why is it important to call her by her real name? Many human beings who were 
enslaved had their names changed or erased. Later, many immigrants who came to the US through  
Ellis Island had their names changed. Is a name important? Why or why not? How does it feel  
when someone calls you by the wrong name? 

Africa Is My Home
A RIF gUIDE FOR EDUCATORS

Themes Perseverance, African American History, 
Slavery 

Book Brief: Magulu is only nine years old when she is 
taken by slave traders and brought to the Americas. 
She is on board the Amistad when its passengers rise 
up and overthrow their captors, but her journey to 
freedom—and back home to Africa—has only begun. 

Author:  
Monica Edinger

Illustrator:  
Robert Byrd

Content Connections:  
Social Studies, Science

u Why can’t Magulu and the other passengers go 
back to Africa immediately?

u What does Magulu want to do when she gets back 
to Africa?



RIF EXTENSION ACTIVITIES FOR EDUCATORS

STEAM-ThEMEd: Science, Technology, engineering, ArT, MATh

Africa Is My home

ThINk-TAC-TOE ACTIVITy OpTIONS
u	Individual students can choose an activity to complete. 
u	Student pairs or cooperative groups can work together on a choice of their own.
u	Educator can assign an activity for an individual, pairs, or groups. 

DEAR DIARy

Pretend you’re Magulu/Sarah while 
she’s studying at Oberlin. Write a 
diary entry about a day in your life. 
What do you do? how do other  
people at the college treat you? 
What do you miss about Africa? To 
make your diary accurate, research 
daily life in the 1840s. 

Technology, Writing, Social Studies

ThE SUpREmES

The case of the Amistad captives 
was decided by the Supreme Court. 
Research to find out more about the 
Court. how many people are on it? 
What are they called? What kind of 
cases do they hear? What effect  
does a Supreme Court decision have? 
Present your findings creatively. 

Writing, Social Studies

SEVEN WEEkS AT SEA

The journey across the Atlantic 
Ocean took 7 weeks. how many days 
is that? how many hours? Minutes? 
Show your calculations. Now close 
your eyes and sit in dark silence for 
1 whole minute. Try to imagine what 
those 7 weeks must have been like 
for the captive slaves. 

Math, Social Studies

SpEEChlESS

draw a wordless picture book to tell 
the story of Magulu’s life. Include at 
least 10 different pages. Use different 
colors to show how Magulu is feeling. 
Make your pictures detailed so  
readers will understand what’s  
happening. Be prepared to explain 
your book to the class. 

 

Art, Writing, Social Studies 

AgE OF SAIl 

Look at the map in Map It Out.  
The trade route between Africa, 
the Americas, and Europe forms a 
triangle, partly because winds made 
it easier for ships to travel certain 
routes. Research ships in the early 
1800s. What did they look like?  
how did they travel? Why was wind  
important? draw and label a picture 
of a ship from this time period. 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art

OUT OF AFRICA

Magulu was from Mendeland, which 
is now Sierra Leone. Go to https://
www.cia.gov/library/publications/
the-world-factbook to find out more 
about Sierra Leone, including its  
geography, climate, people, and  
government. Include a map showing 
the capital and its neighboring 
countries.

Technology, Art, Social Studies

WhAT’S IN A NAmE?

Write an acrostic poem using your 
name. For each letter of your name, 
think of a word or phrase that  
describes you. For example:
Awesome
Nice to people
Never gives up
draw a circle of pictures that  
represent you around your poem, like 
the book illustrations.

Art, Writing 

mAp IT OUT

Use this map to explore the Atlantic 
slave trade from the late 1500s to 
early 1800s: www.eduplace.com/
kids/socsci/books/applications/
imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html.  
Can you find the route Magulu took? 
draw a map showing her journey. Use 
www.maps.google.com to find out 
how many miles she traveled to get 
to the US.

Technology, Math, Social Studies

OFF ThE ChARTS

Make a chart to compare Mendeland 
(Sierra Leone), Connecticut, and 
Ohio. Include the climate, geography, 
and animal and plant life in each. 
does this chart help explain why  
Magulu missed her home so much 
when she was in the US? 

Science, Social Studies
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